International Journal of Humanities and
Social Sciences (IJHSS) A International Academy of Science,

ISSN(P): 2319-393X;ISSN(E): 2319-3948 ‘ . ) Engineering and Technology
Vol. 3, Issue 5, Sep 2014, 83-94 C ing R hers: N s ] .
© IASET IASET onncclmg cscarcners; urtunng nnovalions

THE PRE-COLONIAL MODE OF PRODUCTION AND LABOUR ORGA NSATION AMONG
THE BEROM OF THE JOS PLATEAU IN NORTHERN NIGERIA

ALAHIRA H. A.
Department of History, Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria, Nigeria

ABSTRACT

The paper analyzed the pre-colonial economy of the Berom of the Jos Plateau in Northern Nigeria. The study
established that the economy was not static but dynamic and complex in which the various sectors were integrated into a
stable, viable and self sustained economy that was able to generate surpluses that met the socio-political and economic
needs of the society. The Berom economy exhibited gender division of labour that was complementary but not competitive
which ensured greater integration of women in agricultural production. However cultural beliefs and practices especially

related to land ownership and labour were discriminatory and disadvantageous to Berom women.

KEYWORDS: Berom, Economy, Pre-Colonial, Production, Gender, Labour



